
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 4 June 2009] 

 p4643b-4643b 
Hon Robin Chapple; Hon Donna Faragher 

 [1] 

FINUCANE ISLAND � BUND LEAK 

605. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Environment: 
My question relates to the Port Hedland harbour upgrade and an incident that took place on Saturday, 30 May 
2009. 

(1) Was the Department of Environment and Conservation, Karratha, advised of a serious bund leak behind 
the rock wall at the Finucane Island�part of rapid growth project 5�reclamation that resulted in the 
ocean between Finucane Island and the spoil bank being discoloured red for extended periods? 

(2) If yes to (1), as a result of this report to a DEC officer, was an investigation undertaken; and, if so, on 
what date? 

(3) Were BHP works stopped, or allowed to continue, despite the breach of ministerial and environmental 
approval conditions? 

(4) As of Wednesday, 3 June, what management measures have been implemented to ensure these serious 
breaches of conditions are resolved and are prevented from occurring in the future?  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1) No, DEC was advised by BHP Billiton Iron Ore Pty Ltd on Tuesday, 26 May.  
(2) The department reviewed the information provided by BHP on 26 May 2009, which outlined actions 

that BHP Billiton was taking to rectify the leaks. The department considered that BHP Billiton was 
taking appropriate action, given the complexity of the unexpected breach of the seawall in two locations 
and the difficulty in accessing the site. BHP Billiton provided further advice to the department as to the 
remedial actions it was taking to seal the leaks on 2 June 2009. 

(3) BHP Billiton continued to dredge, as this material was required to seal the leaks in the seawall. The 
major leak in the middle of the seawall was sealed on 31 May 2009. BHP Billiton has advised the 
department that the second leakage point is projected to be sealed by 5 June 2009. The department is 
reviewing this incident to determine compliance with the ministerial conditions. 

(4) The department has requested BHP Billiton to provide a report to it, outlining the incident, remedial 
actions taken to minimise off-site impacts, and the corrective measures to be put in place as a result of 
the review of the incident. BHP Billiton is undertaking monitoring to determine the impact of the 
seawall breaches. 

 


